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their horses were protected by a sort of leather
jerkin covering their sides. There were stout
chieftains riding as only Rajputs can ride on
half-tamed beasts, whose e)res were blinded
with scarlet cloths. There were countrymen
with a battered gun or rusty sword; and in
and out of this crowd threaded men on
camels, elephants with painted trunks, and
kicking horses.
The Maharana is the worthy ruler for a
gallant race. His ideal is the welfare of his
people, and among them he lives and finds all
his interests. In his personal habits he is
temperate to the verge of austerity, and keeps
only one wife. He scorns to lead a life
merely given up to sport as the generality
of Rajput chiefs, and withal he is a fine shot,
and always in good training owing to his dis-
ciplined life. At the same time he manages
his state according to his own ideas, and
therefore by some it is called unprogressive.
The people, however, are happy and con-
tented, and what greater benefit can they get
from a ruler than that he should secure the
welfare of his subjects, even if he thinks both
the railway and the telegraph unnecessary
adjuncts to his rule ?
Among the chiefs presented to his Royal
Highness was the boy ruler of Baidla, who